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Introduction
Each week, more than 2 million readers across the Air Force -- active duty people, reservists, guardsmen, military
families, retired military, civilian DOD employees, and contractors -- turn to base newspapers for news about their
community -- the bases where they live and work.  AFMC base newspapers provide commanders a primary means of
communicating mission-essential information to members of his or her command. The newspaper keeps readers informed
about base, local community and military family related issues and operational concerns and provides a direct and
documented communication channel for responding to base-wide concerns.   News and feature stories on Air Force
people and organizations provide recognition of excellence in performance and also improves morale by helping quell
rumors and by keeping Air Force people accurately informed about military matters affecting their futures.

To tell the stories readers want and need, AFMC journalists strive to meet the highest standards of professional
journalism.  The Air Force Materiel Command Media Contest recognizes those military and civilian employee print
journalists for outstanding achievements in furthering the internal communication objectives of the Department of the Air
Force.  Categories of awards include individual and unit, with awards made in 18 print categories.

Judges for this year’s AFMC contest were:

Dr. Annette Taylor: Annette M. Taylor is an assistant professor at the University of Dayton in Ohio where she
teaches journalism and public relations writing, as well as First Amendment law.  Before entering the academy in
1988, the Detroit native worked many years as a daily newspaper reporter and editor in Michigan, Montana and
Alaska.  She also worked as a free-lance writer for publications based in the Pacific Northwest.  Her research
interests are media law, labor issues and popular culture. She holds a B.A and M.A. in Journalism from Michigan
State University and received her Ph.D. in American Culture Studies from Bowling Green State University.

Mr. Michael Gose: Mr. Gose is the public affairs division chief and senior journalism instructor for the Public
Affairs Officer Course at the Defense Information School, Fort George G. Meade, Md. Mr. Gose is a 24-year Air
Force veteran and retired as an Air Force master sergeant.  His first assignment was as a staff reporter for Pacific
Stars and Stripes in Tokyo.  After serving with the Air Force Communications Command at Langley Air Force
Base, Va., for two years, he returned to Pacific Stars and Stripes where he served as copyeditor, features writer,
columnist, Pacific Desk editor and Magazine editor.  Mr. Gose won numerous command and service writing
awards, including being named Air Force Journalist of the Year in 1985 and 1987. He holds a bachelor’s of
science degree in liberal arts from the University of New York and has completed the Short Course in
Communications at the University of Oklahoma and the Public Affairs Officer Course at Fort Benjamin Harrison,
Ind.

Ms Janice Morse: Ms Morse is an award-winning journalist with nearly 16 years' experience at Ohio newspapers.
During the past two and a half years with The Cincinnati Enquirer, Ms. Morse has chiefly covered law
enforcement. She has received several awards, including a second-place national investigative reporting award
and a first-place database/enterprise-reporting award with the Queen City Chapter of the Society of Professional
Journalists. Last year, Ms. Morse received the John R. Clark Award for outstanding coverage of local
communities, given each year to the Enquirer's most outstanding suburban reporter. Prior to joining the Enquirer,
Ms. Morse was a reporter for eight years at the Dayton Daily News. She is a 1986 summa cum laude graduate of
Kent State University's School of Journalism.

This document contains anecdotal comments gathered from our judges during the media contest.  We tried to capture
overall comments for each category and specific comments on each winner.  More detailed judges’ comments and
individual category score sheets will be mailed directly to contest entrants.

If you have any questions or comments, please contact TSgt Carl Norman, AFMC Command Newspaper Consultant, at
DSN 787-7630 or me at DSN 787-7620.

V/R

MICHAEL F. KELLY, Major, USAF
Chief, Internal Communication Division



Contest Entry Breakdown
Base # Categories entered #1st Place #Runners up
Arnold 4 0 0
Brooks 4 1 0
Edwards 12 2 1
Eglin 11 2 3
Hanscom 10 0 0
Hill 11 1 0
Kelly 5 0 1
Kirtland 2 0 0
Los Angeles 9 1 0
McClellan 7 2 1
Robins 11 1 2
Tinker 6 0 1
Wright-Patterson 10 3 0
Headquarters PA staff 3 1 0

TOTAL ENTRIES 105

Category A -- Military Funded Newspaper (Large)
First Place: No entry

Second Place: No entry

Category B -- Military Funded Newspaper (Small)
First Place: McClellan Spacemaker, McClellan AFB, Calif.

(Primary & Significant Contributors: Robin Jackson; Sandra Kosmatin; Jennifer Vargas; Alica
Doyle; James F. Reeves; 1st Lt. Robert Firman)

Second Place: No entry

First Place: McClellan Spacemaker, McClellan AFB, Calif.

! Judge 1: Writing was a little mundane.  Nothing grabbed me.
Technically proficient; utilized the space well and stuck with the modular
look. No ingenuity.  Photos were weakest part. Covered the base well.  Did
well with the 8 pages you had.

! Judge 2: Leads proficient but not engaging.  Add briefs column that
includes more family stuff.  A major challenge with space means you need
to write tighter.  Rather see one or two stories that sparkle and briefs for the
rest to maximize the space.  Shorten up the stories.

! Judge 3: A hodgepodge of type styles that took away from the overall
clean look.  Made it look less professional.  Content good.  Lack of space
hurt them -- commander involvement was lacking.  A solid pub for what they
had to work with.



Category C -- Military Funded Newspaper (Magazine Format) 
First Place: Leading Edge, Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio

(Primary & Significant Contributors: Libby Vanhook; Capt. CK Keegan, Maj. Michael Kelly)
Second Place: no entry

First Place: Leading Edge, Wright-
Patterson AFB, Ohio

! Judge 1: Lack of depth in writing.  Seek multiple
quotes.  Captions on all photos.  What are they like as
people?  What do they do outside of work?  Really liked
the looks, but be careful with overlays. Catchy headlines
are ok.  Really like it.  Simple improvements can be
made...don't lose headlines in graphics...watch overlays
and bleeds.  Like what they’re doing with photos.
Almanac issue was great, great photos.  Better than
Airman's the book.  Stories not too long.

! Judge 2: Great improvement over last year.  More
judicious on the use of color, didn't overdo it.  Be careful

of dark color backgrounds (green & brown). Screens should be no more than 20%.  Writing is good.  Impressed with
what you're doing.

! Judge 3: Print quality is good.  Writing; fell in to the trap of falling in love with someone; just because they say
something doesn't mean you have to quote it.  Add more color to stories.  More show, less tell. Blown away by the
quality of the look.

Category E -- Civilian Enterprise Newspaper (Metro & Tabloid)
First Place: Skywrighter, Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio

(Primary Contributors: Will Daniel; Steve Wolfe, SSgt. Stuart Camp; SrA. Celena Leal)
Second Place: Robins Rev-up, Robins AFB, Ga.

(Primary & Significant Contributors: Phil Rhodes; Lisa Mathews; Sue Sapp; Hal McKenzie; A1C Eric
Smith; Chris Zdrakas)

OVERALL COMMENTS: Publications in general are communicating ok.  A
sense that there is an attempt at balance of community/issues Vs PR type
stuff. Don't get too much from officials.  What about the regular folks?  Too
many one source stories.  Need more voices from other people who are
involved or effected.  No excuse for one source stories anymore.  Have the
guts to ask questions like..."what's the worst mistake you ever made?"  More
letters to the editor in base papers.

First Place: Skywrighter, Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio

! Judge 1: Understand production problems, but remember your readers
don't care.  Look at your contract or increase demands from publisher.
Photos were the weakest link. Punch up the headlines in size.

! Judge 2: Work on leads.  Sense that you're getting a little lazy. Be a little
more creative, not always so straight.

! Judge 3: Sports photos substandard; good photo essay; need subheads to break
up large areas of type; get rid of the clip art, very tacky.  A yearning for less PR
and more news.  Serve the readership.  Tackle tough issues like DUIs.  Choose
only the best and paraphrase the rest! Important, unique or opinion only!  Who
GAC? (Gives a crap).

http://www.skywrighter.com/


Second Place: Robins Rev-up, Robins AFB, Ga.

! Judge 1: Headlines good; reader participation; good
departmentalization.  Get quotes from people who are effected by your
stories.

! Judge 2: Some of the strongest writing of all the issues; good
headlines; strongest leads out of all the papers.  More per issue.
Overall seemed like they were conscientious about choosing quotes.
Some attempt to choose interesting quotes.  Stronger commander
involvement needed.

! Judge 3: Didn't like the nameplate

Category F -- Civilian Enterprise Newspaper (Magazine Format)
First Place: No entries

Category G -- News Article
First Place: 1st Lt. Robert Firman, McClellan AFB, Calif.

Second Place: Chris Zdrakas, Robins AFB, Ga.

OVERALL COMMENTS: An overall weak category;
didn't capture the news, the summary of the news or
even the appropriate angle. Way too many quotes; be
more selective. Not enough description. Too often they
took a boring story and had it live up to its potential.

First Place: 1st Lt. Robert Firman, McClellan
AFB, Calif.

! Judge 1: Quotes worked well in this piece. Don't
forget the little guys that made all this happen. Tight
writing. Good use of quotes.

! Judge 2: Liked the writing, much stronger than the
rest of the batch; captured the importance of the event.

http://www.robins.af.mil/pa/revup/Rev-Up page 2.htm


 Second Place: Chris Zdrakas, Robins AFB, Ga.

! Judge 1: Started off great, but broke into cliches.

! Judge 2: Overly long sentences throughout.  Generally able
to weed out technical info.

Category H -- Feature Article
First Place: Chris Zdrakas, Robins AFB, Ga

Second Place: Master Sgt. Darrell Lewis, Tinker AFB, Okla.

OVERALL COMMENTS: Back to very weak in the show Vs the tell.
No emotion.  Too many show and no tell (what color is his hair, what
are the gestures; what are the smells, let individual describe why they
like to do something.)  Next to news one of the weakest categories.
No emotion, don't connect with the people you're writing about.  Too
clinical. Two and three sentences to get a point across, if you tighten
up that, then you have room for more colorful writing (choose the
salient details).  Got to connect your readers with the person who
you're writing about; no connection for your readers.  The connection
starts in the lead.  Look for a unique approach.  After you write the
story, come back after a day to redo the lead based on the body.  Ask
why 6 times to get to the deeper meaning of the story...this will get you
to the heart of the story.  All writers show great potential...a glimmer of
brilliance...but need more consistency.  Be careful about picking stories
that meet judging criteria. Some entries were follow-up stories.

First Place: Chris Zdrakas, Robins AFB, Ga .

! Judge 1: Good stuff.

! Judge 2: Use biological Vs natural when speaking of children.
Lead was convoluted but once you got past the lead it was a good
story. More detail needed in some sentences (church support).

! Judge 3: Great descriptive language helped us to picture what he
was writing about.  Certain things were not clear in the story, forcing
readers to go back to check.



Second Place: Master Sgt. Darrell Lewis, Tinker AFB, Okla.

! Judge 1: Got me involved with this guy.  I walked away thinking about this person. A little more detail on the
individual's job.  Strong ending.

! Judge 2: What preceded this story?

! Judge 3: Strong ending but wrong focus. Good Quotes from someone other than the individual.  A different voice.



Category I – Commentary
First Place: Steve VanWert, Brooks AFB, Texas

Second Place: 2nd  Lt. Cristina Gentile, Eglin AFB, Fla.

OVERALL COMMENTS: Strongest category so far. Strong entries were able to take a very touching story and make it
maudlin.  Good commentators.  A couple news stories got submitted.  Not heavy-handed or preachy.  Descriptive. No
more chief's corners!

First Place: Steve VanWert, Brooks AFB, Texas

! Judge 1: Liked the message.

! Judge 3: Writing was tight, very descriptive; loved it

Second Place: 2nd  Lt. Cristina Gentile, Eglin
AFB, Fla.

! Judge 1: Good template for an editorial, but didn't
capture me emotionally.

! Judge 2: Well researched; more of a feature; maybe
a little preachy.

! Judge 3: Long, took too long to get to the main point



Category J -- Sports Article
First Place: Lois Walsh, Eglin AFB, Fla.

Second Place: No winner selected

OVERALL COMMENTS: Think sports feature in the future; not routine coverage; make it more featury; other entries were
too weak, too many holes with unanswered questions to warrant any other winners.  See comments from feature writing.
The winner was the winner because it was a well-written feature.  Good quotes that were illustrative.  A cut above the
other entries.

First Place: Lois Walsh, Eglin AFB, Fla.

Category K – Series
First Place: No winner selected

Second Place: No winner selected



Category L -- Single or Stand-Alone Photograph
First Place: Master Sgt. Tim Helton, Los Angeles AFB, Calif.

Second Place: Sandra Kosmatin, McClellan AFB, Calif.

OVERALL COMMENTS: Need more action, less static photos.
Some entries did not have cutlines and that's one of the criteria.

First Place: Master Sgt. Tim Helton, Los Angeles
AFB, Calif.

! Judge 1: It had emotion; nice composition.

! Judge 2: Knew what the story was even without the cutline.
Nice cropping.

Second Place: Sandra Kosmatin,
McClellan AFB, Calif.

! Judge 1: Unusual; focus with center of
attention.

! Judge 2: Not static, action; pulled into the
picture.

! Judge 3: Excellent composition; photos had
impact.



Category M1 -- Photojournalism (Photojournalism)
First Place: SrA. Dean Witt, Edwards AFB, Calif.

Second Place: Capt. Victoria Keegan, Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio

OVERALL COMMENTS: Too repetitive; busy; some entries not contest material; too much is not always good. Way too
much of the same thing at the same size; select fewer strong ones.  More variety needed between close up, medium,
panoramic, etc. if you use 4 photos, make sure they're good photos.  If not, don't use them.  Poor photo quality made this
a difficult category to judge.

First Place: SrA. Dean Witt, Edwards AFB, Calif.

General comments: Good layout, tight cropping, good variety, and
good clear and direct story dominant photo.

Second Place: Capt. Victoria Keegan, Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio

General comments: Way too much of the same thing at the same size; select fewer strong ones.  More variety needed
between close up, medium, panoramic, etc.



Category M2 -- Photojournalism (Photo Story)
First Place: Tech. Sgt. Christopher Ball, Edwards AFB, Calif.

Second Place: SrA. Marnee Carlson, Eglin AFB, Fla.

First Place Tech. Sgt. Christopher Ball, Edwards
AFB, Calif.

! Judge 1: It told a story.

! Judge 2: Variety of shots, layout was wonderful; only drawback
was misplaced cutline.

! Judge 3: Good variety and composition.

Second Place: SrA. Marnee Carlson, Eglin AFB, Fla.

! Judge 1: The good photos were very very good.  Made a connection between human and horse.  Effort was seen.
Little variety, need more closeups, long range, etc.

! Judge 3: Good photos



Category N -- Art/Graphics in Support of a Publication
First Place: No winner selected

Second Place: No winner selected

OVERALL COMMENTS: At least we have some submissions!  Graphics were lacking throughout all publications.  Scan
online graphics sites for ideas.  Look to USA today for ideas.  Several entries didn't have supporting story as
required…weren't judged.  Supposed to be easily understood and these weren't.

Category O -- Contribution by Contractor/Stringer (Writer)
First Place: Mary Galbraith, Hill AFB, Utah

Second Place: Karen Edge, Kelly AFB, Texas

OVERALL COMMENTS: A number of these writers had stronger submissions than the other categories. They all must
remember context…must have background paragraphs or sentences.  Need tie backs.  Context is critical.  Strive to have
a news peg high in the story.  Some were buried in the bottom third of the story.

First Place: Mary Galbraith, Hill AFB, Utah

! Judge 1: Tackled an issue; did it in a way where the message is clear without being heavy handed.  Hardest hitting
article of all entries. Willingness to go beyond the superficial goody-goody story.

! Judge 2: Presented info for families to use, brought in full readership, not just military.  Acknowledged problems,
good PR. Very strong.

! Judge 3: Detected a number of AP style mistakes and usage mistakes (would have been a higher score).  Very
thoroughly reported, but should have included the names of the convicted.  I wanted more.



Second Place: Karen Edge, Kelly AFB, Texas

! Judge 1: I admired the airman. A good personality feature but it needed some work.  Missing some key info.  One hell
of a personality feature.  Read your story through a reader's eyes.  Ask what your readers would want to know.

! Judge 2: Great story, but A lot of missing info…how did the accident happen, what are the rules…never says or
describes what he's up against.

! Judge 3: The lead made me grimace. An amazing tale that needed a much stronger lead.  How it happened was a
major hole.

Category P -- Contribution by Contractor/Stringer (Photographer)
First Place: Spencer Lane, Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio

Second Place: Joe Piccorossi, Eglin AFB, Fla.

OVERALL COMMENTS: A key question: would I like these photos in black and
white; a strong category, tough to decide; one of the harder categories to judge.

First Place: Spencer Lane, Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio

! Judge 1: Made me want to meet this individual.

! Judge 2: A hard subject to capture.

! Judge 3: My favorite; a precious expression on the individual; long shot gave
perspective.  Very charming.



Second Place: Joe Piccorossi, Eglin AFB, Fla.

! Judge 1: Look of concentration was key.  When you look away you still see
the face.

! Judge 2: Dramatic and innovative; showed the photog was thinking.

! Judge 3: Nice use of color.

Category Q -- Outstanding Flagship Publication
First Place: No entries

Category R -- Web-based Publication
First Place: Tinker AFB, Okla.

(Primary Contributors: Ron Mullan; April McDonald)
Second Place: Kirtland AFB, N.M.

(Primary contributor: Terry Walker)
Hanscom AFB, Mass.
(Primary contributors: MSgt. Daryl Mayer; SrA. Theresa Ide)

First Place: Tinker AFB, Okla.

http://www-ext.tinker.af.mil/pa/default.htm


Second Place: Kirtland AFB, N.M. & Hanscom AFB, Mass.

Category S -- Outstanding New Writer
First Place: Amn. Emily Butali, Eglin AFB, Fla.

Second Place: No winner selected

OVERALL COMMENTS: A lot more relaxed in writing.  An ease of writing.  Writes in nice bite sized pieces.  Choose
quotes carefully though.  News pegs are low, bring them up.

First Place: Amn. Emily Butali, Eglin AFB, Fla.

http://www.kirtland.af.mil/pa/Nucleus Online/Nucleus.html
http://www.hanscom.af.mil/default.asp


Category T -- Air Force Print Journalist of the Year
First Place: Sue Baker, Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio

Second Place: Ray Johnson, Edwards AFB, Calif.

OVERALL COMMENTS: Send strongest stories…you need depth…some stories were very routine which weakened the
package.  A year's time gives you lots of opportunity.  The stories with the most impact crossed military/civilian
lines…easy to understand. Think about your job description being a translator...translate a foreign language (military) into
vanilla English.  Overall, would like to see more of the AF writers involve their readers with emotion,
description/visualization.  Entails strong facts, strong observations, and daring questions.  Willing to ask the tough
questions.  Multiple source stories will always be better than a single source story. As a test to see whether a story flows
well and to see if its free of bureaucratic lingo, read it aloud. If you stumble, your readers will too.

First Place: Sue Baker, Wright-Patterson
AFB, Ohio

! Judge 2: Strong writer; sentences were too
complex.  Make more reader friendly.

! Judge 3: Very descriptive writing; strong writer.



Second Place: Ray Johnson, Edwards AFB,
Calif.

! Judge 1: Decent stories.

! Judge 2: Consistently strong leads; simplify;
reengineering story needed work…be careful of
technical terms and bureautcraticease…you hit three
out of four, but it cost you.

! Judge 3: Tends to get bogged down in quotes; a
talented writer.
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